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- Dorchester Gaol, Oct. 14, 1823. The Spanish 
sites Ls Revolution is out of date! 
ecess of the Bourbons in Spain, and the contempti- 
ce made by the major part of the Coustitutional 
pania ards, call for a few observations from me. The Priests 


cm ‘more triumphed in Spain: though itis impossible 


ean again hold the same sway over the people of 

in asthey have hitherto done. They may for atime be 

iu wield enough of physical power to keep up an abso- 

ate ig and the Inquisition: but they are more than sus- 

d the present war will do more to open theeyes of 

Gople; with regard’to the character of their Priests, than 
. or all that has hitherto happened in Spain. 

a he ie of Spain has joined the Duke:of Angouleme: 
e French are Sy of Cadiz: which it is said they: 
to hold as long as the English hold Gibraltar!’ “They 

ly right in-so doing: but what a ‘blow at our 
ny. SD aPaieroe ding nations and admiratiouof the world!” 

_— ythe Third. had the impudence to cali himself Kiiig 

‘eand se, until the French Revolution shamed him out’of 
ind 1 suppose our Borough Gentry will begin to blush 
ity! further calling themsélves—“ the envy of surround- 

= tio us and admiration of the. world.” 
im . that the Bourbons, or the whole of the Holy 
e, are ‘sensible that the English Government cannot; 
Bot the desite' to pppose any projects they may ven- 
This Government has changed to*the contempt 
nding nations and the scorn of the world; instead 
it ig “* the envy: of surrounding nations and ‘the admi- 

f the’ world!” 
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If any government deserves the epithet which the Bo- 
roughmongers have bestowed on themselves, it must be the 
government of the United States of America: for that, in- 
deed, has become “ the envy of surrounding nations and 
the admiration of the world!” 

Cadiz has surrendered—Riego is in the hands of the 
Priests in Madrid; and all eyes are now turned to see what 
the brave—the truly brave and skilful Mina will do. He 
has, up to this moment, baffled all the French forces that 
have been brought against him in Catalonia: and though he 
must now be surrounded by irresistible numbers; it is hoped 
that he will not tamely submit. 

I begin to see that all cry about “ Liberty” is nonsense. 
There is but one solid way of procuring and preserving it; 
and that is to enlighten the minds of those who have an op- 
portunity of obtaining it. : 

There are two sorts of power—moral power and physical 
power: and liberty can only be increased with the increase of 
the former. Incidents may occur when a resort to physical 
power may strengthen and increase the progress of moral 
power, and whenever such an incident did occur, I, for one, 
would rush to embrace it: but. moral power is the great ob- 
ject which every man should seek after: for there can be no 
permanent liberty without its aid. Liberty is moral power 
in action: and a prudent skilful man may even entrench 
himself with such a power in the centre of the worst despo- 
tism; he may have full liberty whilst all around bim are | 
slaves. 

‘The first duty is to free ourselves from all bad habits, and 
study nothing but to improve our minds with knowledge; 
and our bodies with health and strength. This line of con- 
duct will give us courage to resist, and judgment to thwart 
the physical powers of those who would tyrannize over us. 

The Spaniards have been quite divided as to physical 
power: and nearly all alike deficient as to moral power: 
therefore, a French Army, contemptible in numbers, throw- 
ing its weight into one scale, has turned the balance of phy- 
sical power against the Constitutionalists.  - 

I blush for the Constitutional Spaniards, and I blush for 
the clamorous friends of liberty in this country, who could 
not send out a few thousands of their numbers to have ba- . 
lanced the scale against the French. Five thousand Eng- 
lishmen sent to Corunna, when Sir Robert Wilson first went 
there, would have given a new feature to the whole war. 

It is stated in the Newspapers that the Cortes of Spain 
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has voted itself defunct ‘and the King absolute! and that 
this question was carried by 60, to 30. If they had done 
theit duty, they would never have entertained such a ques- 
fion. Their power did not extend to such a consideration. 
To fall before superior-force is a matter not to be opposed 

ond selling one’s life dearly : but a National Convention, 
which the Cortes was, had no power to vote itself defunct: 
it might as well have voted death to every person on the 
soil of Spain! 

The Spanish Government must either have been sensible 
of its weakness ; or it never made any preparation to resist 
this invasion of the French. They bave walked over the 
country without any real opposition. Angouleme has be- 
come agredter hero than Buonaparte according as the tale 


fam almost afraid to say any thing upon this subject: 
- for there is no calculating upon what the Spaniards may 
yet doifany thing happeus to unite them against the French. 
After I saw the French march quietly to Madrid and Abis- 
bal’turn traitor; I feared to say any thing as to the pros- 
pects of the war. The right men were not put forward. 
Whatever may have been thought of the ability of Riego, 
he ought to have had some prominent command: for in 
such a case, at such a moment, courage and integrity rises 
fat above suspected and treacherous ability. Riego. and 
Quiroga, the authors of the revolution, have been used as 
mére cats-paws: and the men in whom no one ever placed 
reliance have had the most important commands: if we 
again except the brave Mina, and his companions Roten, 
Milans, and Llobera. 

~ This Invasion of Spain will do an eventual good: for the 
more such a people as the Spaniards are excited and turned 
over and over they will improve. I shall say nothing more 
about them until [ see_some fresh movement against the 
King. The next attempt at Revolution must be for a Re- 
public: and it is just possible, that Mina, who is known to 
be Republican to the back-bone, will hoist the standard of 
Republicanism. This ought to have been done the moment 
King was detected in conspiring against the Constitution: 
but that word King is a sort of charm to some men who 
ney that all nature would decay if they were at an end. 
Igy ead R. CARLILE. 
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BURDON AND THE FREETHINKING Curis- 
TIANS. | 





TuHE following correspondence will shew how much liber- 
ality existed among the Freethinking Christians in Mr. 
Burdon’s life time. ‘The Editor of the Magazine has been 
generally understood to be Mr. Thompson the Spirit Mer- 
chant of Holborn Hill: and there is an extract of a letter 
in the No. for the present month, attributed to Mr. Thomp- 
son; from which it may be seen, that the Freethinking 
Christians will feel no difficulty in following the Methodists, 
as soon as the latter get hold of the tithes and glebes. 

** But we have no paid Priests,” say the Freethinking 
Christians: they will have when they have hearers enough 
to pay them. Mr. Ward, the Priest of the Christian Re- 
formers in Leeds, boasted last year that he was not a paid 
Priest, but I have just heard from Leeds, that he refuses to 
preach and pray any further without a salary! This is how 
the matter goes on: everywhere alike. It is the same spe- 
cies of imposture from Rome to Jewin Street Crescent: and 
and even down to “ Rehoboth” in Leeds. I cannot find 
that the Reforming Christians of Leeds have changed to 
any thing from other sects, but io fighting and quarrelling 
in their “ Rehoboth,” their Chapel, as well praying and 
erying “Ward for ever.”—‘ The Priest for ever.” The 
women cry out: “‘ we must have him at any expence: for 
we cannot live without him.” I therefore mention to my 
Leeds’ Friends that I do not think the Christian Reformers 
worthy of another address as a sect. If I notice them; it 
will be a matter of humour, and not of seriousness. Their 
outrage upon Mr. Driver because he was taking notes 10 
the Chapel, the “* Rehoboth,” is characteristic of their pecu- 
liar sort of Christianity. 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE REPUBLICAN. 





Srr, Brick Lane, White Chapel, October 2, 1823. 
In my last, in speaking of Mr. Thompson’s “Evidences,” | re- 
ferred to Mr. Burdon’s answer, published in the Freethinking 
Christians’ Magazine, as being, in’ my opinion, a complete an- 
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swer and refutation. [I have now sent you his lettefs, extracted 
them ; the we i heise are ¥: answer to Mr. Thompson, 
were sent to the Editor above eighteen months before the first, 
as you will find by the dates. It appears to me that Mr. Thomp- 

under whose controul the work was published, withheld Mr. 
Burdon’s Essays, till the whole of his own were completed in the 
second volume, that he might have it to say, his ‘‘ Evidences” 
were not answered, because they were unanswerable. 

The manner in which they treated this truly amiable man, you 
will find upon reading his four first letters, by applying to him 
epithets which, in my opinion, he did not deserve. The ‘‘ Objec- 
tions toa Regular Clergy” were published as fast as they were 
sent, because the matter being to shew that Christianity does not 
sanction an order of priesthood, just suited Mr. Thompson, as 
you will find by his referring to them in his fourth Essay of his 
“Byidences:” and where he calls on Mr. Burdon to break a 
lance with him; Mr. B. answered him immediately, but his articles 
were withheld from the public eye for eighteen months ! 

_ Though they treated Mr. B. in the most unfair manner, and 
applied to him such opprobrious epithets, yet he never retaliated ; 
he always kept his temper; not one word of abuse escaped him 
all through his essays ; neither has he resorted to ridicule. He 
trees ay been a man possessing all the manly virtues, which 
ad of him in the Gentlemans’ Magazine, and which I 
take to be true, because they were written by a religious oppo- 
nent, to whom he was well known for avowing his opinions and 
pruciples. In one of his essays in the Freethinking Christian’s 
Magazine, he tells us he was intended for the church, and might 
have had a good living; but being thoroughly convinced the 
Christian religion’ was only a human institution, he renounced it 
ther; as he seems to be too ingenuous to be a hypocrite, 
aie eeenits that, “no donb poverty would have made a 
aim Of me; the meaning of which is obvious. The abusive 
and unfair manner in which they treated him, and other Deistical 
correspondents, was the principle reason they were obliged to 
pees Ma =~ oe aoe close of the year 1814; as they had 
correspondents, little interest was excited, consequently the 
sale failed, the last volume (with very little exception) being filled 
their own essays ! and the laws of their church! 
I remain, Sir, with great respect, yours truly, 


T. R. BAYLEY POTTS. 


from the third volume of their Magazine: there are seven of 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREETHINKING 
CHRISTIANS’ MAGAZINE. 


Sir, Hartford, near Morpeth, October 6, 1812. 
Tue general tendency of the Society of Freethinking Christians, 
so far as it goes, to put an end to priestcraft, and to all religious 
institutions, formed in direct opposition to the precepts of Jesus 
Christ and his apostles, is no doubt, a laudable institution, and 
deserves the praise of every friend to truth and consistence, but 
in so far as Christianity literally taken, and I know of no dispen- 
sation to interpret it otherwise, is utterly impracticable,—I con- 
ceive it a design in the highest degree chimerical and romantic. 
Jesus Christ was an honest enthusiast; he was disgusted with 
the external sanctity, and practical iniquity, of the Scribes and 
Pharisees, and by much meditation on the prophetical writers, 
who were themselves visionary enthusiasts, he had worked him- 
self up to a belief of his being a divine person, commissioned to 
redress the grievances of the Jews, to restore the purity of their 
law, and to relieve them from the bondage of the heathen nations. 
‘Every page of the gospel bears testimony to the truth of these 
remarks; and the termination of his life on the cross, proves 
that he had expected the visible interference of God in his behalf, 
for after having stood mute at his trial, in expectation of a divine 
interposition, and finding that no such event had taken place, he 
cried out upon the cross,—‘* My God, my God, why hast thou 
forsaken me?” The story of his resurrection is evidently a for- 
gery, a fraud imposed upon the world by his followers, who, 
being disappointed in all their expectations of worldly triumph, 
determined not to give the matter up as hopeless, and if possible 
to’ continue the belief of his divine mission. Had the events they 
related been true, they would have been heard of from other 
sources, than the evidences of interested persons, they would 
have made a figure in the Roman history, and even the Jews 
themselves would not have been silent; but considering that 
they are related solely by those who were personally interested 
in ‘having them believed, they are unworthy of all credit, as well 
as from their own nature; for being impossible in the established 
order of things, they require the fullest confirmation of human 
testimony, if any testimony can prove a miracle; allowing, how- 
ever, the fullest latitude to the belief of the facts contained in the 
New Testament, let us see how the precepts of Jesus Christ, to 
say nothing about the ridiculous doctrines of Saint Paul, are 
practicable by any set of men in any state of society. 

Remember, Sir, I have allowed great merit to many of the par- 
ables and many of the precepts of Jesus Christ, but I speak now, 
only of those which I conceive impracticable, and which no gloss 
or commentary can explain away, they must be taken literally or 
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not at all, they are expressly spoken by Jesus Christ, not once 
but many times, and that without any reservation or explanation; 
«Ye have heard that it hath been said, an eye for an eye, ora 
tooth for a tooth; but I say unto you, that ye resist not evil, but 
ghomsoever shall smite thee on thy right cheek, turn to him the 
other also; and if any man will sue thee at law, and take thy 
coat, give him thy cloak also, and whosoever shall compel thee to 
goamile, go with him twain; give to him that asketh of thee, 
and from him that borrow of thee, turn not away.” 

Let me ask you, Mr. Editor, is your society disposed to go the 
full length of this precept? or even if it is not to be taken liter- 
ally, will they comply with the spirit of it? I trust not, for in 
this great city, of which they are inhabitants, I doubt they would 
soon subject themselves to every species of oppression and impo- 
sition. (Matthew v. 39, &c.) ‘‘ Ye cannot serve God and Mam- 
mon.” Perhaps not with the whole heart, but is there no me- 
dium, is no attention to be paid to their temporal concerns, by 
those who are earnest after their spiritual? According to Jesus 
Christ none, for he says expressly, ‘‘ therefore, | say unto you, 
take wo thought for your life, what you shall eat or what you 
shall drink ; nor for your body, what ye shall put on, is not the 
life more than meat, and the body more than raiment? Behold 
the fowls of the air, for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor 
gather into barns, and yet your heavenly father feedeth them, are 
ye not much better than they? And why take ye thought for rai- 
ment? Consider the lilies of the field how they grow, they toil 
not, neither do they spin, and yet I say unto you, that even Solo- 
mon in all his glory, was not arrayed like one of these; where- 
fore, if God so clothe the grass of the field, which to-day is, and 
= is cast into the oven, how much more shall he clothe 
ye: 

The whole of this must’be taken literally, or it has no meaning. 
The-whole tenor of the gospel is to this effect, and therefore any 
attempt to reduce it to practice would be worse than ridiculous— 
it would be wicked. I remain, &c. 

“ans W. BURDON,* 


os ~ —--+ 
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10 THE EDITOR OF THE FREETHINKING CHRISTIANS’ 
ak MAGAZINE. _ 


RUE S Welbeck Street, Cavendish Square, 
Poe November 15, 1812. 
the wrapper of your Magazine for this month (November) I 


*We insert this and the following letter, not from any thing new or in- 
oe which they contain, (for all the assertions of the writer respecting 
merely ty have been frequently refuted by different correspondents,) but 
whieh os apa there “2 nothing he can write against Christianity, 
print.—Epitor. ! 
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have just read the reasons which you have given for not insertino 
my last letter. You call it a gross and illiberal attack upon 
Christianity. I am not conscious of ever having written any thing 
gross and illiberal: but as you have not given any reasons for 
these appellations, I leave it to the candour of your readers, to 
determine whether any reasonings or arguments deduced from 
the text of scripture, without one word of anger or abuse, can de- 
serve the epithets you have applied to what I have written. You 
say, you will be happy to receive my communications on any 
other subject, but there is no other subject on which I can send 
you my thoughts consistently with the nature of your Magazine. 
I imagined it was originally intended to embrace a discussion of 
the foundations of morality, whether resting solely upon Christi- 
anity, or on the light of human reason, I find it is not: for as you 
believe in Christianity, you will not suffer any one else to disbe- 


‘lieve it, or attempt to disabuse the minds of others. My last 


letter, according to my idea, contained arguments so strong and 
unanswerable against Christianity, as an impracticable system, 


‘that you dared not, as a Christian, to insert, and what is more 


you have dared to call my conduct mean, dastardly, and cowardly, 
m not replying to the arguments of Christophilus, when you 
know, and I should suppose, dare not deny, that you have now 
in your possession, unpublished, either two or three letters, in 
which I did reply to the arguments of Christophilus, in a mode, 
to myself at least, satisfactory, and according to the best of my 
abilities. This being the fact, I should wish to leave it to your 
readers to determine, whose conduct best deserves the epithets, 
mean, dastardly, and cowardly! who it is that shuns the light, 
and avails himself of an arbitrary power in defending the opinions 
he holds sacred ! : 

I have boldly, and before all mankind, denied the truth of 
Christianity, as a divine religion, and I have attempted to support 
my opinion to the best of my ability; and you, as a liberal ‘advo- 
cate for Christianity, refuse to give publication to arguments, 
which you and your correspondents are unable to refute. I la- 
ment my own inability to do justice to my own ideas; but you, 
by your not daring to publish'them, pay an involuntary tribute to 
their force, which, most likely, you never intended, and most 
likely they have not deserved. 

I remain, &c. 


W. BURDON. 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREETHINKING CHRISTIANS’ 
| MAGAZINE. 


_ Sir, Welbeck Street, February 5, 1813. 
Tue Freethinking Christians, I perceive, are like all other Chris- 
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tians, and all others who believe in religion,—they will not suffer 
one to differ from them with impunity. It is now nearly 
caine months since I first attempted to answer the arguments of 
a writer in your Magazine, who signed himself Christophilus. 
My letters were refused insertion, and for what reason I will not 
venture to-afirm; the refusal, however, was neither fair nor po- 
lities for when a dispute is once begun, it is but just to hear both 
ies out, and the public will determine as to their merits. I 
oe doubt that you have a right to. refuse insertion to any 
article which commences a dispute, and so far your power is ar- 
itrary, but after a dispute is begun, I must question your right, 
I will not deny your power, to refuse any man the oppor- 
of defending himself. On my offering a strong remon- 
strance against the injustice of refusing my letters an insertion, I 
did expect that they would have been published this month, but 
what was my surprise, when I found in their room a letter signed 
G. G.. T. filled with coarse and personal abuse, without a single 
t at confuting me by argument; the writer enlarges neither 
yery.justly, nor very discreetly, upon an argument I have used 
ame degree of confidence, against the divine origin of the 
Christian religion, arising from the impracticability of its precepts, 
taken literally, and I still maintain that these precepts must be 
taken literally, or it will much lessen the merit of Jesus Christ as 
ateacher of morality ; for if they are to be understood in a sense 
directly contrary to their obvious meaning, nay, even in a quali- 
fied sense, so as to leave room for doubt and dispute, then it fol- - 
lowsim my estimation, that Jesus had not the power of making 
himself understood, which is the first qualification for a human 
teacher, much less-a divine one; and if the precepts are to be 
taken literally, I say it detracts much from his merit, because 
they are utterly impracticable in every state of the world. I have 
not denied that Jesus had great merit as a teacher of morality, 
but that he was not a supernatural teacher, that is to say divinely 
commissioned. Let the writer of the abusive letter, whoever he 
is, attend to the distinctions between metaphorical expressions 
alan precepts; when Jesus says, “I come to bring a 
word into the world,” it is a mere metaphorical mode of speech; 
ne. We say, “resist not evil,” itis a precept. He means it lite- 
‘or not at all: precepts may be given in metaphors, but Je- 
susused none when he meant to be particularly intelligible. 
3} 7 I remain, &c. 
Pena - W. BURDON.* 


* IfMr. Burdon has expected to see his letters in reply to Christophilus 
ished, we wish to spare him the mortification of future suspense and 
ee” by informing him that we have seen no reason for altering 
ri ‘on those letters; the grounds of their rejection were given at 
— itis unnecessary here to repeat them. We differ with Mr. 
Bardon-as'to the extent of our right as conductors of an impartial publica- 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREETHINKING CHRISTIANS’ 
+ MAGAZINE, 


Sir, Welbeck Street. 
To be insensible to abuse is thought by some to be requisite for 
a man who commits his character or his writings to the public: 
it is, however, a maxim I[ could never conform to, and therefore | 
have felt very severely the harsh treatment I have received from 
you in your editorial capacity. Had you merely refused insertion 
to my letters, in answer to Christophilus, I should have acknow- 
ledged your power, though not the justness of its application. 
In your notice to correspondents for October, 1811, you invite 
them to answer the arguments of Christophilus in defence of 
Christianity, and assert, somewhat boldly, that, if they cannot be 
answered, Christianity must be true.’ I accepted the challenge 
in part, though I did not attempt to reply to the whole of Christo- 
philus’s arguments, but to those I thought most weighty and 
plausible. It seems, however, that my ‘mode of argument did 
not come in contact with that of Christophilus,” and therefore 
a refused to give publicity to my letters; I think you ought to 

ave left it to your readers to judge of that, for if my arguments 
were so weak as you represent them, they could do no harm, and 

would have been the means of stretipthedfing those of Christo- 
 philus. On refusing insertion to another letter which you after- 
wards published, you took occasion to assert that I had shrunk 
from the challenge given by Christophilus, in a mean, dastardly, 
and cowardly way; and that I am completely ignorant of Christi- 
a 


Having been considerably chagrined by these harsh and violent 
epithets from a man whom I could never have personally offended. 
I attempted to defend myself, which drew you from your editorial 
chair, and produced a letter signed, “ A Friend to Truth and 
Consistency.” Excuse me if J remark the inconsistency of addres- 
ing a letter to the Editor, after confessing that you acted as 


tion. _We do not see on what principle of justice we are bound to con- 
tinue a discussion to whatever length a disputant pleases to carry It, or 
‘why our readers are to be compelled to hear all the dogmatical assertions 
and insipid things he chooses to utter, merely because they have burne 
‘with him in the first instance; and even if we thought differently, Mr. 
Burdon’s plea is totally inapplicable in the present instance, for he was not 
suffered even to open the controversy with Christophilus. Mr. B. will 
unquestionably imagine that our weakness and our fears occasioned the 
rejection of his cogent and powerful arguments. We answer, first, that it 
is no uncommon thing for a writer to attach more force to his own reason- 
ing than any body else is disposed to do: secondly, the gentleman’s former 
and subsequent ebullitions against revealed religion have had a place 1" 
our Magazine; and thirdly, a correspondent (A. B.) has already been 
heard in-reply tu-Christophilus, who in our judgment, has evinced much 
more ability, though ~an less self-sufficiency than Mr. Burdon.—Eb. 
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pditor in writing the notice to which I have alluded. You regret 
that the Editor did not publish my letters, and you confess that 
are If the Editor who refused them insertion. In the 
[asrsbove mentioned you accuse me of “ returning to the attack on 
Christianity, without attempting to answer the arguments of Chris- 
tophilas”—I have attempted to answer his arguments, arising from 
prophecy and from thecanon of scripture. You tell me this is disho- 
nourable; what isdishonourable? Not answering them to your satis- 
faction—surely you gannot mean that, I repeatto your readers, that I 
have answered to the best of my ability, and I can do no more; let 
them judge whether satisfactorily or not. I did attempt to assign 
causes for the existence of the Jews, as a nation, for 

a length of time, without supposing Moses to have been a 
divine lawgiver. I did attempt to assign an adequate cause 
for the original reception of Christianity, arising from the igno- 
rance and credulity of the multitude, and for its subsequent recep- 
tion, arising from its being established by Constantine, the charge 


of dishonesty which is a very heavy charge, I trust I have com- . 


pletely repelled. 


That truth is not my object, but mere abuse of the Christian 
religion is a charge no man ought to have made without knowing 
more about me than you do, Mr. Editor. The pursuit of truth 
has been the object of my life, since I could attempt to distinguish 
hetween truth and falsehood: and to this I have sacrificed Friends, 
Fortune, and preferment, My reasons for asserting that there 
never was a divine revelation, arising from the impossibility of a 
miracle, neither Christophilus nor any one of your Correspondents 
has attempted to answer, and yet, notwithstanding all the arro- 

and self-conceit you attribute to me, I claim no merit from 
it, because it is obvious to any man that will freely exercise his 
reason, that any one of common sense ought to be ashamed of not 
alllowing it its full weight. 
» Having now attempted to shew how far I have replied to Chris- 
tophilus, and how unjustly you have dealt by me, in not suffering 
that reply to see the light; let me now attempt to convince you 
how far you have been in the wrong, by applying to me the 
Abusive epithets contained in your different letters and notices: had 
ever given you an example o this in my attempts to PENNE the mere 
uman origin of Christianity, you might have had some excuse, 
but'I-have uniformly spoken with respect of the character and 
‘morality of Jesus, even where I consider the latter impracticable. 
Thave never used one epithet of scorn or contempt, im reply to 
the harsh language which has been applied tome: nor have I even 
it, however lightly you may value the distinction, that I was 
‘Porn and bred a Genflénan: my temper is naturally warm and 
‘Mitable, and my zeal is proportionably warm in what I undertake 
‘attack or defend, but I trust the lessons of philosophy and 
‘breeding have not been wholly lost upon me. In the dis- 
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interested pursuit of truth, I will yield to no man living, and I 
have given proofs of my sincerity, which happily few men are 
compelled to give. By withdrawing myself from all public worship, 
when I first began to doubt of Christianity, I lost the esteem, 
the kindness, and the fortune of two relations, whom I had_ been 
accustomed, from my earliest infancy to look up to with respect 
and veneration; by refusing to take orders, | relinquished my 
claim to the valuable perferment of a distinguished College in 
Cambridge, and for all this my only reward has been the, appro- 
bation of my own mind, and the satisfaction of thinking that I am 
not deceived on any subject within the compass of my faculties 
-to comprehend, judge therefore, Mr. Editor, whether you have not 
somewhat too hastily attributed to me dishonest motives, and ap- 
plied to me harsh epithets totally foreign to my character, merely 
because I have not written to your satisfaction. If you are in 
truth, in heart, and in spirit a Christian, you will not hesitate 
to express your regret at having seriously hurt the feelings of a 
man who never did you, nor any one, intentionally an injury, of 
a man who Is ever ready to retract his errors, and by no means 
thinks his abilities equa! to his sincerity. 
I remain, &c., 
W. BURDON*. 


* We have given insertion to the above remonstrance, trusting it will 
close the long protracted subject of differences to which it refers. In pur- 
suing a course dictated more by honesty than policy, it would be surpris- 
‘ing if we were not occasionally to subject ourselves to strictures and im- 

utations; such as we have just submitted to our readers. We feel that 

owever much the shuffling and unfair conduct of a writer may demand 
reprehension,- yet to. depict that conduct in the rigorous language of truth 
and justice, will too generally subject us to the charge of severity, aud to 
the imputation of want of candour. Llere then we have not been politic 
with Mr. Burdon; we agree with him also, that if his letters in reply_to 
Christophilus had been weak, it might have assisted the ‘cause of Christi- 
anity, instead of injuring it by publishing them; we did’ not avail ourselves 
of the triumph which Mr. Burdon had offered us,—they were in our opinion 
weak and contemptible, but we did not publish them,—here also we have 
been impolitic. ‘The withliolding these letters has given occasion to-wuch 
biustering and much protestation on the part of Mr. Burdon against in- 
justice and unfairness, and want of impartiality and so on: thus the writer 
assumes the character of an injured individual,—here again we have acted 
without policy. But perhaps Mr. B. is not aware of thé various feelings 
and considerations which operate on our minds, and unite in producing 
our determination with regard to his letters. It may not occur to him 
that we have to consuit the patience and good sense of our readers, who 
may not be so willing..as ourselveS to endure every thing that is flimsy, 
trifling, and superficial, merely because it has “ W. Burdon’s” signature. 
He may not imagine that we feel it our duty, from among. the various 
communications with which we are favoured against Christianity, to select 
the best written and the most argumentative, and that consequently his 
own will not always stand the best chance of bé’ug preferred. As to what 
Mr. B. asserts concerning the honesty of his motives, and the sincerity and 


7. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREETHINKING CHRISTIANS’ 
MAGAZINE. 


Sir, April 21, 1813. 
I nave read the correspondence which has taken place between 
Mr. Burdon and yourself with considerable interest, and I do 
conceive you have so far committed yourself by inserting his last 
letter, as to make it indispensably necessary to publish his reply 
to Christophilus. It is a duty you owe to Christophilus, to your 
readers, to Mr. Burdon, and above all to yourself, it is a duty 
you owe to Christophilus, to let him see the weakness and imbe- 
cility of the arguments of his antagonist—it is a duty you owe to 
your readers to permit them to judge for themselves how far Mr. 
Burdon’s letters are flimsy, trifling and superficial, since he has 
declared that he has answered Christophilus to the best of his 
ability, and has assigned adequate causes for the facts produced, 
and you have not denied that he has done so: itis a duty you owe 
Mr. Burdon to publish his letters, and let them fall by the superior 
powers of Christophilus, since he has been hardy enough, to enter 
the lists with so able an adyocate for Christianity, and it is a duty 
you owe to yourself to insert those letters for the express purpose 
of comfirming those bold charges you have made against him, and 


disinterestedness of his pursuits after trath, we can only say that it has 
nothing whatever to do with any points of difference between us. Mr. B. 
may have sacrificed friends and expectations in support of bis opinions,— 
to have done jess, with his view of things, would have bothived) an utter 
disregard to principle and integrity, but Mr. B. need not be told, that a 
man, though 


“ Not fortune’s worshipper, yor fashion’s fool, 
T ? © aft , ”» 
Nor lucre’s madman, nor ambition’s tool, 


may still be a prejudiced man, a bigotted man, a dogmatical man, that, 
accustomed to certain habits of thinking, or infatuated with some empty, 
‘and delusive theory, which he fancies to possess cardinal excellence, and 
to be the acme of philosophic research, he may work himself up into a 
belief that the coarsest declamation, and the most vague assertions are 
irresistible proofs and convincing arguments, more than sufficient to destroy 
every humbler system, that, thus intoxicated with the exhilirating spirit 
of his own opinions, he may forget all the sober principles of discussion, 
and the acknowledged laws of argument. Let not Mr. B. then suppose 
that, in his own instance, we have attached any thing base to his motives, 
all that we have observed in him, either evasive, shuffling, or sophistical 
reasoning, can very readily be traced to that love of system, or that nur- 
row prejudice which too often betrays its possessor into inconsistencies the 
most glaring, and conduct the most censurable. One of our committee 
has already vindicated at length the severity of our treatment of Mr. Bur- 
don ; to that vindication we beg to refer him as the only defence that need 
be oflered for our conduct; if it is not sufficient we are sorry for it. On 
the subject of Christianity we assure Mr. Burdon, and all our friends, we 
only wish to be opposed by manly and able antagonists.— Ep. 
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to completely destroy all suspicion of meanness, cowardice, eva- 
sion, and dishonesty, on your part, by withholding them, while 
they remain unpublished such suspicions must necessarily arise 
in the minds of every unprejudiced reader. 

On these grounds, Sir, you certainly are bound to give them a 
place in your Magazine. Should youstill think proper to abide by 
your first decision, by inserting this letter you may probably learn 
the opinion of other readers, by its producing similar hints, as | 
know I am by no- means singular in my opinion. 

I am, Sir, yours, &c., 
A CONSTANT READER*. 


= 





MR. BURDON, ON REVEALED RELIGION, IN 
REPLY TO CHRISTOPHILUS. 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREETHINKING 
CHRISTIANS’ MAGAZINE. 


Sir, 

A wriITER who signs himself Christophilus, has called me.to ac- 
count for having asserted that there never was nor never will be 
such a thing as a divine revelation, I will briefly reply to his 
arguments in defence of that which is called the Christian revela- 
tion, and attempt to prove, upon the general principles of reason, 
that it is derived wholly from men. 

Before we talk of revelation, we must first understand the na- 
ture of God: we must have'clear ideas‘of that metaphysical being 
whom we have been accustomed to consider as the author of 
nature, and consequently as the author of revelation, The Gen- 
tleman im what he calls the evidences of Christianity, has hitherto 
combated only the Deists, he must however go deeper, if he means 
to, search the question to the bottom, he must prove the existence 
of a God, before he can prove the divine origin of Christianity, 
nay, he must prove the existence of a Deity, as described in the 
revelations of Moses and Christ: and considering that they both 


* Retaining still our opmion as to the justice and propriety of our treat- 
ment of Mr. Burdow, we Lave only one course left to silence suspicion, and 
refute idle insinuations ; and that is, to surrender our power to the discre- 
tion of our'correspondent. We give therefore the letters of Mr. Burdon, 
assuring that gentleman that we are not afraid to publish any thing he can 
write against Christianity, but we think it rather hail that our Magazine 
should be' made the vehicle of all the abusive nonsense, and foolish things 
he pleases to give utterance to, aid this is the precise situation in which 
we are placed wecording to the principles assumed by a ‘‘ Constant 
Reader.” —Ep. 
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differ in their descriptions of that Deity with each other, and with 
the Deists, he will find it very difficult to reconcile the discordant 
opinions. 

In your eighth number, Christophilus has particularly noticed 
one of my assertions in Vol. 1. p. 235, (viz.) ‘‘ That there never 
will be such a thing as a divine revelation” and dares me: to the 
proof, it is impossible to prove a negative, and therefore we only 
can proceed on probabilities, I maintain that there never has beem 
a dive revelation, and I imfer, that. considering the advanced 
stage of the world, there never will be one, Christophilus asserts 
that there have been two revelations—the Jewish and the Chris- 
tian, Mahomet lays claim to having been honoured with a third, 
and his claims are, in my opinion, just as good as: those of Moses 
and Christ, and have convinced just as great a number of people s 
for as they all rest upon one assumption : (viz.) “ that there 1s a 
Deity such as they have been pleased to imagine:” but till the 
existence of that deity is proved by something more than argu- 
ment, their assumptions rest on a basis which will afford them 
little support. 

Christophilus hopes that I shall be converted, or rather re-con- 
verted to his belief, and so do alk believers in every system of re- 
ligion, the dispersion of the Jewish people, Christophilus conisi- 
ders as a standing argument for the truth of the Jewish religion; 
to me it seems sufficiently accounted for by political considera- 
tions, arising from the religion of Moses, and the effects of his 
policy on other nations. The laws and institutions.of Judaism are 
sufficient to account for the existence of the Jews as a separate 
nation among all the nations of the earth. By these so strong @ 
motive of attachment to each other, and to those national customs, 
is held out—the line of separation is so strongly drawn by the hand 
of their great lawgiver—-they are so marked, divided, and sepa~ 
_ rated from all other people, that it is by no means wonderful 
that conquest has not had the effect of effacing their national cha- 
racter and: existence, though they are at present dispersed among 
all the nations of the globe. And it is moreover to be observed, 
that the seemingly phrophetic denunciations of Moses naturally 
arise from the pains he took to keep them together. The fear of dis- 
persion was likely to operate very strong on a people whose whole 
polity and institutions tended to the belief of their being the sepa- 
rate and chosen people of God. Nor are these denunciations 
by any means so particular as to claim the merit of distinetly fore- 
telling future events, Moses merely foretells them that if they 
disobey the ordinances of God, they shall be conquered.and scat- 
tered among all nations. Now all this happened even at a tiie 
when they strictly obeyed all the ordinances of the law: but he 
tells them what did not happen—that after their dispersion they 
should turn heathens and worship other Gods whom their fathers 
had not known, even the idols of other nations, Deut. xxviii, 
ver. 65. 
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Christophilus asks the Deists, if any set of men ever foretold 
the situation of their country two thousand years before? [ an- 
swer, no, not exactly, but I say that many men of great political 
foresight have'predicted the general consequences of certain mea- 
sures long before they happened, and Moses did no more.- He 
and the rest of the prophetical poets of Israel, by the help of a 
warm imagination'and great zeal for their religion, described in 
glowing colours the gonsequences of disobedience to the’ com- 
mands of Heaven, that is, to the precepts of the law, but without 
considering their captivity and dispersion as the punishment of 
their offences, it is evident that their strong hatred of all other 
nations, and their immense riches, caused them to become objects 
of envy to those mighty conquerors who thirsted for the dominion 
of their)fellow creatures, and the possession of their wealth; and 
it needed not the gift of prophecy to foretell, that being neither 
warlike nor ambitious of conquest, they would at some time or 
other be conquered. 

I remain, &e., 


W. BURDON. 


TO. THE EDITOR OF THE FREETHINKING CHRISTIANS’ 


MAGAZINE. 
Sir, 

Tue argument which Christophilus has deduced from prophecy, 
in defence of the Jewish and Christian reiigions, seems to me to 
rest on no other foundation than the forced interpretations which 
are given to the ambiguous and poetical language of the eastern 
‘writers; of men who being deeply impressed with the divine au- 
thority and superior excellence of the Jewish religion, denounced 
to its followers their subjection to other nations, as the greatest 
of all possible calamities; and therefore every event which cor- 
responded with this idea, was considered in after times as divinely 
foretold, without reflecting that the same observation which ap- 
plies to modern fortune- tellers may be applied to the ancient 
writers of prophecies—that if one half of what they pretend 
to’ foretell ever comes to pass, it is sufficient to establish their 
character for veracity. The figurative language of the East 
leaves room for the uimost latitude of interpretation; and he that 
denounces woes upon his country five hundred years before they 
happen cannot always be mistaken, for much woe will happen to 
every country in a much less space of time; another circumstance 
is ‘also to be considered, the ceremonial law of Moses was so 
grievous and oppressive to the Jews, that it was easy to be seen, 
without the gift of prophecy, that they would often revolt. To 
terrify them therefore into obedience, was partly the office of the 
prophets, by denouncing to them the vengeance of Heaven, and 
the threats of future punishment, and among all the events fore- 
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told by these diviners, or poets (which they ought more properly 
to be called) how few have yet been realized ? The Prophet Isaiah, 
who stands the first in the sacred calendar, has foretold many 
things, which have never happened. In chap. ii. ver. 7, he tells 
us, that the time will come when all ‘ Nations shall beat their 
Sw orda j into plough-shares, and their spears into pruning-hooks; 
when nation shali not lift up sword against nation, neither shall 
they learn war any more.” This happy time has never yet arrived, 
and probably never will. 

Christophilus, vol. i. p. 364, triumphantly demands to be shewn 
how those men, whom he calls prophets, but whom in Greek are 
called poets, attained to the knowledge of future events? 1 will 
answer him by denying the fact they had no superior knowledge 
ef those events, but in the general ardour of poetical language, 
when writing upon the present and future state of their countries, 
threw out some metaphorical expressions, which the credulity of 
after times has applied to subsequent events, but I deny that they 
possessed any other inspiration than poetic Al inspiration; and I 
will maintain, that many other casual coincidences are to be found 
between the writings of other poets and events which have hap- 
pened in the world; * the Pollio of V irgil may as well be considered 
as a propheey, and the obscure verses of Nostrodamus have fre- 
quently been verified by the help of a warm imagination, and a 
disposition to suit the event to the prophecy. The strongest ge- 
neral argument against the fulfilment of prophecies is the various 
interpretations of “which they are capable; and for a proof of this 
let us only look into the writings of the learned Dr. Jackson, of 
Joseph Mede, of Bishop Hurd, of Bishop Newton, and lastly of 
Mr. Bichens and Mr. Faber, and we must perceive to how many 
different events the same prophecies have been applied. 

Christophilus next asks, how it is that the Deity who governs 
the universe, has suffered every thing to happen just as it was 
foretold? I should be glad to know what ideas Christophilus has 
of the government of the universe, I suppose he imagines it to be 
managed like the affairs of a parish, in which some of the vestry 
now and then blab out the secrets of their brethren, and are.con- 
sidered as very wise men, because they tell things before they 
happen. The idea of Christophilus i is totally inconsistent with the 
grandeur of the Deity, and it degrades him in the eyes of men to 
suppose that he will. confide his secrets to chosen individuals. 
The only proof of a divine communication—a thing in itself ridi- 
culous—must be the literal fulfilment of the prophecy. I deny 
that any prophecy has been literally fulfilled, and I maintain also, 
that the prophets have foretold many things which have never 


been fulfilled. 
I remain, &c., 


. W. BURDON, 





No. 15, Vol. VIII. 
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TO THE EDITOR OF THE FREETHINKING 
CHRISTIANS’ MAGAZINE. 


SiR, Welbeck Street, December, 1811. 
THE’ grand and primary argument of Christophilus for the truth 
of Christianity—the argument by which he expects to silence all 
unbelievers, seems to be more easy to be refuted, than any one he 
has before advanced. Allowi ing that the canon of the New Testa- 
ment was fixed about the middle of the fourth century, and that 
those writings were selected as genuine which bore the greatest 
marks of authenticity, it by no means follows that they are au- 
thentic; because, if it can be proved that they contain many 
things in themselves positively improbable, positively contrary to 
the common sense and experience of mankind, it will avail little 
towards the proof of their divine inspiration, that other writings 
were in existence containing things more ridiculous, extravagant, 
and improbable; and it seems from Christophilus’s own confes- 
sion, that as those writings which now compose the New Testa- 
ment were everywhere received and extensively diffused; that they 
were read in every Christian society; that they had been quoted 
by the early writers ; and that they brought with them such evi- 
dence as those who compiled the sacred canon did not dare to re- 
ject, and that those writings which they rejected, had no such at- 
testation to support their credit. 

This will account for their now forming the sacred canon, but 
not for their first reception. But though this argument will go to 
prove that the members of the Council of Laodicea, who compiled 
the canon, believed the books which composed it to be genuine, it 
has not been proved that they were gifted with any divine light by 
which they could discern their truth; and though they rejected 
other things more ridiculous, it does not follow “that there were 
not many things both ridiculous and improbable in those books 
which they received, nor is their sanction binding upon us to be- 
lieve all that they believed. We are fully competent to deter- 
mine what is reasonable; and, considering the state of the Chris- 
tian world in the fourth century, we are more competent than they 
were to determine between truth and falsehood. We enjoy a 
much freer exercise of our reason; and therefore if it appears to 
us that the New Testament contains many things which cannot 
be proved to the satisfaction of our minds, it will avail but little 
to say that the compilers of the canon received many writings as 
divine which contained their own condemnation, for so do our 
clergy at this day, if they believe in the New Testament. But, 
says Christophilus, they could not reject them, for they had been 
believed so long before. That the credulity of the first Christians, 
in an age and among a people of barbarous ignorance, had received 
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as true the recital of events, the most contrary to reason and the 
senses, and that these facts had been believed for three hundred years, 
is no proof of their truth to us, who are better qualified to judge 
of it. The miracles of the Roman Catholic church were as firmly 
believed as those of Christ and his apostles; and the belief of the 
one completely invalidates, in my opinion, the authority of the 
other, because we see how easy it is for ignorant people to believe 
in what is marvellous. Are there not books now in existence— 
are there not authors now living—who believe in the miracles of 
Popery? How then can we wonder that the miracles of Christ 
were believed in the earliest ages of Christianity? And if they 
were so believed, how could the compilers of the canon refuse to 
receive them into their sacred list, particularly when those which 
they rejected contained nothing else worthy of being received / 
for it must be allowed that the New Testament contains much ex- 
cellent morality, and that the character of Jesus is marked with 
many strong traits of sublime enthusiasm. On the whole, there- 
fore, the selection of those writings which compose the New — 
tament, in preference to those which were rejected, is by n 
means an evidence of their divine original; it is only a proof that 
they were believed to be divine by a credulous and ignorant peo- 
ple—a people unused to the exercise of their reason, and accus- 
tomed to a belief in miracles and prodigies! Christianity i is not 
true because it was believed to be true when it first came into the 
world—it must be proved to be true by evidence suited to the pre- 
sent enlightened state of men. 

I remain, &c., 


W. BURDON, 





TO THE EDITOR OF THE REPUBLICAN. 








Sir, October 8, 1823. 
Your correspondent, Mr. Watson, having temperately, candidly, 
fairly, and fully, commented upon a letter of mine which appeared 
in Vol. 7, No. 24, of ‘‘The Republican,” I feel myself called upon, 
not only to thank him for the attention he has paid me, and the 
information he has given me; but also, to make some kind of 
reply thereto. 

I agree with Mr. W. “that the time is arrived when every per- 
son ought to expose the errors of mankind, and if possible, by 
fair discussion, to overcome their prejudices ; for, the extraordi- 
nary events of the present times, have essentially contributed to 
clear the way.” 1am not, however, going to write a string of 
fulsome compliments upon Mr. W.’s letters, for such a procedure 
could not give information to any one; but I am about to notice 
such parts of Mr. W.’s letters as do not so perfectly accord with 
my own sentiments,—thereby hoping that truth may be elicited. 
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Mr. W. confesses that he was once of opinion with me, that 
even the most minute insect had a parent insect *; “but,” says-he, 
‘‘ 1 think, from observation and study, I have improved my judg- 
ment +.” And in a subsequent paragraph, he Says ; ‘“‘ though 
Materialists have not as yet been able to prove the primary cause 
of the existence of the dur ger animals, it does not follow that they 
are to despair of ever arriving at the great and mysterious secret t.” 
Here Mr. W. seems to infer that } Materialists have discovered the 
primary cause of the existence of the smaller animals, or animal- 
culze as they are sometimes called: indéed, further on, he openly 
asserts that ‘‘ Materialists are able to oe for the production 
of animaleular animals §.” But Mr. W. brings forward neither 
proof, reasoning, or reference to any pr pre in support of this in- 
sinuation and assertion; he only thinks he hasi improved his early 
judgment on this subject. But in opposition to this thinking, 
Mr. W. informs us|j, that where we can satisfactorily trace the 
operations of nature in certain cases, we have ‘a right to infer” 
that nature will work in a similar manner in similar cases, al- 
though the cases under examination may not so immediately come 
within the cognizance of our understanding, (or words to that 
effect.) 

Now, if this rule be good, and I have no inclination to call it 
in question, it follows, that, as not only the larger, but also all 
the smaller animals that come within the ceneral observation of 
mankind, are produced by parent animals; we have ‘a righé to 
infer” that the animalcule, or such small-animals as do not come 
within the scope of common observation, are produced by a simi- 
lar process, unless the spontaneous production of animalcule had 
been proved; but no such proof is before us. And you, Mr. 
Editor, have told us, in your letter to Mr, Fitton {, which letter 
you will recollect, was the cause of the present correspondence, 

—** That we ought to admit nothing which cannot be proved, and 
to bélieve nothing whicl ‘h cannot be f fully comprehended.” 

Mr. W. agrees with me, that it requires the action of two 
forces to cause a body to move in a curve, and in applying this 
theory to planetary motions, he avails himself of a repulsive force 
m planets, as well as an attractive force; and by the aid of these 
two forces, he supposes the djfficulty is solved. This repulsive 
force, Mr. W. says (and truly too) that I have totally omitted to 
notice. Now, the reason why I did not notice this repulsive 
force, which [ am aware exists, in some bodies at least, was be- 
cause wherever this repulsive force exists, it Is constantly parallel 
to the attractive force: it, therefore, cannot have any effect in 
causing a body to move in curve; this I have not only expressly 
noticed, but have demonstrated,it also in my letter of the 20th of 
May last **: and those who wish for further information on the 
* Vol. VIII. page 170. t+ Vol. VIII. page 171... }$ Page 173. § Page 175. 
| Page 164, { Vol. VUT. page 406, ** Vol. VIL. page 756. 
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doctrine of forces »may consult Dr. Olinthus Gregory’s Mechanics, 
Vol. I. Mr. W. says *, that I have omitted also to notice what he 
calls the centrifugal force, but here I think he is mistaken, for 
this is the very force which I cannot recone for, but by ascribing 
it to an almighty designing power. If Mr. W. means any thing by 
centrifugal force, which I do not embrace in the term projectile 
force, there wants a further explanation between us, as to the 
meaning of those words. 

Mr. W. thinks I have not rightly expressed myself when I have 
said, the planets must have received a projectile force; he would 
have said, they must receive, §c. But 1 do not see any reason for 
altering my own mode of expression, I intended to say, I did say, 
and I continue to say, they must have received a projectile or cen- 
trifugal force, if Mr, W. likes that term betier. And I also say, 
that itis not necessary that planets should continue to receive, 
nor do they continue to receive, any such projectile or centrifugal 
force ; for having once received the proper impulse, they will con- 
tinue to move on in their respective orbits, by the force of attrac- 
tion only. It would be foreign to my present subject to go about 
demonstrating the effects of forces upon planetary motions, but 
Mr. W. and your readers must be content by being referred to 
Dr. Olinthus Gregory’s Astronomy, chapter 10; Ferguson’ s As- 
tronomy, chapter 7, or any other astronomical work of repute. 

You, Mr. Editor, in a note at the foot of page 164, have said, 
that, the satelhtes of Saturn or Jupiter, afford no argument‘ in 
support of a desiguing power; for say you, ‘‘the deficiency of 
light cccasioned by distance affects the satellite as well as the 
planet, and that no number of satelli tes would add to the amount 
of light which distance occasions.” Iam aware, Sir, that light 
decreases, as the squares of the distance from the luminous point 
increases, yet still the same proportion of benefit is derived by 
planets from their satellites in all cases; for instance : suppose 
our moon reflects to the earth 100 or 1,000th part as much heht 
as the earth receives directly from the sun; just the same propor- 
tion will hold good as to the moons of Jupiter or Saturn, and, 
although I admit that the total quantity of light transmitted from 
the sun to any planet and its satellites, is not increased by reflec- 
tion, yet by reflection that quantity being made useful twice, in- 
stead of once, is tantamount to an increase In quantity: it seems 
to me, therefore, that you have adduced an unlucky argument 
for your purpose, for both eco nomy and design are exhibited in 
this instance. 

Mr. W. in his third and last letter (vol. 8, page 291) proceeds 
to speak of mineral life, and he particularizes several specimens 
of minerals which he thinks go towards proving life in minerals ; 
but, with due deference and respect to his superior judgmery | 
think Le is less powerful in his reasonings on this, than on either 
of the preceding subjects 

* Vol. VIII, page 169, 
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The specimens mentioned by Mr. W. he thinks go in support 
of the increase of bulk in minerals: I cannot see that they do; 
but even were we to admit that these specimens have increased 
in bulk, I am sure Mr. W. has too much good sense to maintain 
that the increase in bulk of a few solitary specimens, is a proof 
of mineral life; as well might it be maintained, that because the 
icicles on the eve of my house, on a frosty day, i increase in bulk, 
that therefore they are alive, or that because my great grand- 
father’s wig, which is now in the petrifaction-well at Matlock, in- 
creases in bulk, it therefore must be alive also. 

Mr. W. next mentions fossils which are sometimes found on 
the top of Cauldon-Low near Ashbourne in Derbyshire, and other 
places; I have a thousand times seen and noticed fossils on the 
tops of the Derbyshire hills; I have seen them also on the sides 
of hills, in valleys, and at all depths from one to nearly one thou- 
sand feet below the earth’s surface. Shell-fish and other marine 
substances, as well as plants, and reptiles, are daily found in the 
limestone, ironstone, gritstone, and coal stratas of Derbyshire ; 
and I have seen a specimen of the feathered tribe, but this is not 
common; all of which are turned to stone or coal apparently of 
the same quality as the strata in which they are found imbedded, 
A labourer is at this time breaking stones for me, to mend the 
road with, gotten at about forty feet below the surface, which 
stones appear to be entirely composed of muscles. 

As to living toads and other reptiles being found in solid blocks 
of stone, I have heard well authenticated accounts of such things, 
but never saw any mysclf. These phenomena, however, so far 
from furnishing arguments in support of mineral life, appear to 
me to furnish arguments on the other side. That the muscles 
and other animal and vegetable substances mentioned above, once 
lived, I have not any doubt; but that they have ceased to live, 
since they became enve loped i in the earth, and by some unknown 
process turned to mineral substances, seems to me evident. 

As to what Mr. W. mentions about old coal mines having been 
found after a long lapse of time grown up again with coal, I can 
assure him, that that is never the case. 

There is scarce a stratum of coal or ironstone in Derbyshire, 
but what more or less of its basset edges* has been gotten by the 
Romans, near 2,000 years since. I have frequent opportunities 
of examining these old works, but they mvariably appear to be 
just in the same State they were left in: the very marks left b 
the pick-axe are frequently as fresh and well defined, as if they 
had been done only the day before. 

Now, Sir, from what has been said on both sides, and at the 
same time bearing in mind the rule laid down by Mr. W. at page 
64, I think I have a right to infer the three following things :— 
‘* Ist. That, as Mr. W. has produced no proofs, or reference to 
proofs, of the spontaneous production of the desser animals, we 


* Basset edges, means edges of strata that come near the surface. 
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have a right to infer, that, they are produced by parent animals, 
similar to the larger ones. 

2d. That, as it requires a mechanical force, over and above 
every natural force or forces, to make a terrestrial body move in 
a curve, we have a right to infer that it also requires a force, over 
and above every natural force, or forces, to make a planet move 
in a curve. 

3d. That, as Mr. W. has brought forward no proofs of life in 
minerals, but proofs having been brought forward to the contrary, 
and seeing that life in minerals is contrary to the experience of 
miners, and contrary also to common observation, we have a right 
to nfer that minerals have not life. 

' I am, Sir, yours, &c. 


I. G, 





Note by Editor.—This controversy about mineral life is 
going on without any understanding as to what is meant by 
the word dife. And without this explanation it may be 
carried on everlastingly without any satisfaction on either 
side. If it be said that minerals do not live like animals 
and vegetables, instant assent is given to the assertion: but 
it may be also said, that vegetables do not live as animals 
live. Animal life is one thing, vegetable life another, (though 
animal life embraces almost every kind of life,) and mineral 
life another. ‘That minerals are formed, exist, decay, and 
perish, is as certain as that animals do the same: and it is 
that process which I pnderstand as a definition of mineral 
life. Life in animals is sensation, growth and production: 
life in vegetables is so much of animal life less than sensa- 
tion: and life in minerals I can describe as nothing more 
than an existence. 

What 1. G. has said about the satellites of Jupiter and 
Saturn; in answer to the note, is good for nothing. The 
satellites of a planet do not add to the light of that planet, 
where the rays of the sun play upon it; therefore, they can- 
not improve the deficiency of light which the distance oc- 
casions. ‘The matier is as clear as the sun’s rays are now 
tome. They can only produce more of a faint moon-light, 
in the absence of the sun’s rays, over a greater surface of 
the planet at one time: and if this be design it is contempti- 
ble. We may as well complain to Jupiter that we are not 
favoured with more moon-light—that we have any dark 
nights at all if we are to admire the design of other planets 
having more satellites on account of their distance from the 
Sun! Besides, how do we know that there are animals on 



































472 THE REPUBLICAN. 


the planet Jupiter to reap any benefit from this condescend- 
ing design? Does the great designer design that the atmo- 
sphere of the earth should so often array itself against his 
other designs, as to obscure all his lights—to put out all his 
lights and so often leave us in total darkness! If we reason 
this way we shall begin to find that we poor animals of this 
earth are badly used on this ground! 

We leave the planetary motions to more able hands: as 
we yet feel benighted on this subject. 


° er RE rE Oe ee 


THE CHARACTER OF THE FR ENCH PHYSI- 
CIANS AND THE FRENCH ARMY. 
- BY PHILANTHROPOS. 


AUTHOR OF THE CHARACTER OF a SOLDIER, &c. &e. Ke. 





Tue faculty of comparison is one of those elementary principles of reason 
that ougiit always to be active, always alive, always diverting man in his 
researches, in his lucubrations, in his actions ; it elevates to dignity the senti- 
ment of the maddest, represses the presumption of the insolent, and tends 
to restore the equilibrium of sentiment in all: it is by comparison that 
truth is preferred to falsehood, honesty to theft, plenty to poverty, and 
health to disease ; the one is pregnant with good, the other stored with evil, 
one tends to the benefit of society, the other tends to its injury; honesty, 

integrity, charity and humanity are good, because they add to the comfort, 

the security, and happiness of all men; and theft, perjury, misanthropy, 

and cruelty are bad as they cause or augment the misery of mankind ; jus- 
tice is preferable to injustice on account of our respecting, and the other. 
destroying the rights of the people; a patriot is better than a tyrant, 

because one labours to bestow benefits upon the people, the other to ac- 
cumulate them upon himself; the one is a disinterested philanthropist, the 
tyrant is an execrable, loathsome, monstrous villain ; one concentrates all the 

thenity of human nature, the other, every thing odious and detestable in name 
and character ; orie is the common friend, the other the common cnemy, of 
all mankind ; one-every honest man is morally bound to support, the other 
he is bound to destroy; the horrid propensities of the tyrant makes him 
resemble a wild beast of prey who is only horrible on account of the in- 
jury he commits: it is not of consequence whether the arixal is a biped 

or a quadruped, with long nails, cr short nails, ‘with a tail or without a 
‘ tail; it is from useful propensities that the elephant is preferred. to the 
tyger, the horse to the crocodile, the negro to the golak: whatever abounds 

in physical evil is to be destroyed, and whatever abounds in physical good 

preserved ; laws founded upon the rights of man promote moral good and 

destroy moral evil, nurse virtue and suppress vice; this well known incon- 
trovertible principle establishes the criminality of murder—of ®ne man kil- 

ling another man, because he cannot carry into effect some ferocious, 

tyrannical, barbarous act. Robbers are the enemies of man because they 

take away the property of the people by force, and murderers are criminal 
because they destroy life more sacred than property : murder committed by 
/one or many does not change the state of the case, although every one of 
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the party may not actually wield the dagger, yet the whole are participa- 
tors in the crime, they are equally criminal, equally atrocious, equally 
guilty of murder. The man that kills another man is justly considered in 
the most detestable point of view, all nations having any pretensions to 
justice or civilization think and act, and take the earliest opportunity of 
putting such a monster to death. 

On the other hand, such as lessen the calamities of the human race, 
such as mitigate the evils, remedy physical and moral mischief, console the 
afilicteé, soothe the anguish of the diseased, or cure a raging fever, are 
true philanthropists, real benefactors of the human race? There is the 
greatest contrast between such as remove and such as cause public and 
private calamity ; between such as cause the greatest distress, and the 
greatest relief ; between such as restore the diseased to his health, to his 
family, and to society, and such as murder and mutilate by thousands. 

The French Physicians heard that the plague was raging at Barcelona 
in Spain: they heard that the people were dying by thousands every day ; 
thev heard that terror and cousternation had not only spread through 
Spain but all Europe ; they heard, that so great was the dread, that husbands 
deserted their wives, parents their children, and sons and daughters leave 
their pestilent parents: they heard that all the ties of consanguinity, of 
iriendship, of interest, and of society were dissolved ; that the medical men 
of Barcelona hud been swept off by the frightful epidemic, that all the 
public places were abandoned, and nothing was heard but the most woeful 
lamentation. As soon as this heart-rending report reached the Physicians 
in France—a report that appalled the hearts of the callous and the brave, 
such reports as filled with a chilling horror the hearts of other men, 
warmed those of the Physicians with the most generous benevolence, they 
no longer thought of their own safety, they no longer considered the value 
of their own lives, they no longer considered that if they went into the 
pestilential atmosphere of Barcelona, they would be subject to so dreadful 
and justly dreaded a malady ; they thought nothing of travelling atong jour- 
ney to meet the focus of death; they thought nothing of toiling night and 
day without fee or reward; when every feeling of their generous souls 
must be harrowed up by the hopeless agony of dying, they only studied 
to mitigate the burning fever; soothe the delirium of distracting torture; 
and pour anodynes into the wounds of the sick ; it was in the certain know- 
ledge of meeting, hourly, all the horrors of death, slaying thousands of 
men, strangers to the Physicians; that they voluntarily left their homes, 
their sweethearts, their wives and children, their friends and country; to 
support the cause of humanity, they tore themselves from every thing 
dear to go to Barcelona and endeavour to arrest one of the greatest natu- 
ral calamities incidental to human nature, with the almost certain prospect 
of never returning to their country. Men who felt so warmly for afflicted 
human nature, felt warmly for their friends and country, and manifested 
in all their circles of association all those heart-binding sympathies that 
cement the base of society; call to mind all the stratagems and temptations 
of friends buthed in unfeigned tears to keep those generous creatures 
out of the jaws of death ; yet a conscious hope, a well founded expecta- 
tion, unalloyed, philanthropy made the Physicians rush to Barcelona, to 
endeavour to cure the afflicted ; these unparalleled philanthropists heard that 
the bedside of the diseased was without a friend, and they threw themselves 
into the chasm death had produced or timidity expelled: they knew that 
there was not even a mercenary wretch to filter a drop of crystal water 
upon the swoln, black, and chopped tongue of the dying victim of disease, 
whose death was hastened by want of necessaries and the balmy. consola- 
tion of friends ; when, at their own homes, surrounded by all the gems of 
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domestic comfort, and beyond the reach of this desolating malady, the 
thought of thousands unable to rise in bed without a Physician, without 
medicine, without a nurse, without a word of encouragement to solve their 
agony ; when nothing was heard but the fatal delirious ravings of relations, 
expiring groans, or fetid effluvia arising from the dead, unburied by those 
that still survived the universal calamity; call to mind the languid eyes that 
were opened by the delirious, exhausted, and dying children of affliction ; con- 
template the languid eyes, turbid, muddy, and wandering, opened as a last 
effort of gratitude to the kind strangers, the kind Physiciaus, who had come 
to strew a few flowers upon the path of death; who had come armed with 
all the philosophy of their profession, to attack the direful disease ; exhaust- 
ed senses, rest § often times exhausted life, was stayed for a few minutes to 
allow the trembling tongue to thank its benefactor; oblivion received every 
moment the victims of disease, and the disorganizing epidemy gave back 
to parent earth, the whole human form had borrowed; no robbery was 
committed by immateriality ; the generous project of the Physicians was 
to lessen calamity and preserve human life, all men must admire the gene- 
rous enthusiasm that made them rush to Barcelona to snatch from death 
the diseased, even at the expence of their own lives. 

‘As we have seen what were the motives of the Physicians for entering 
Spain let us analyze those of the Bourbon Army, let us investigate the claim 
of the soldiers to justice, humanity, and glory, and endeavour by the com- 
parison to arrive at a just conclusion. It is the mind of man that 
makes him differ from other animals rather than his shape; if a man 
is without a mind, or an idiot in consequence of some disorganization, it is 
a law of civil sc ciety not to admit him to enjoy the civil functions ; although 
he walks erect, yet he is to all intents and purposes no man buat a brute ; 
or if a man by any accident is deprived of his reasoning faculties, he is 
deprived of his civil functions: a man is a good citizen while he acts con- 
formably to the rules of society founded upon reason and benefit, and 
he becomes a bad one, when he ceases to act in such a manner and to 
contravene the real interest of mankind. 

The Bourbon Army is an army of despotism, and differs essentially 
from. that of Spain, the former is deserving all the censure of an army of 
servile slaves embodied for the most diabolical purpose; while the lat- 
ter, and consequently every army of freedom, is rather a combination 
of citizens to resist the conspiracy of tyrants; the spirit of the latter 
is justice and not injustice, of liberty against tyranny; a militia, is the army 
of freedom ; regular troops, the army of despotism; next to the regal and 
shierarchal tyranny Spain groaned under, the plague was one of the great- 
est calamities that could desolate that country; the patriotic zeal of the 
brave people at length reduced within bounds one of the most perfidious 
tyrants that ever sported with mankind, and the blessings of freedom had 
not long shone upon Barcelona before it was visited with the plague; the 
malignant temper ofsome men, self-styled holy alliance, accustomed only to 
reign over the barbarous and ignorant—fomented by all the base propensities 
incidental to tyrants, were jealous of the rising sun of freedom in Spain, that 
would bring to light the extent of their individual iniquity, sought the ear- 
liest opportunity to destroy the blessings of liberty, that justice in Spain might 
not be compared with injustice in Germany, Russia, and Prussia ; that liberty 
might not be contrasted with slavery, plenty with poverty, equal law with 
a tyrant’s caprice. ‘The barbarians of the Notth are making another effort to 
introduce barbarism into the South of Europe; they operate with the 
Bourbons, who ever were foremost in the annals of public oppression, first rate 

rformers in any thing disgusting and revolting to the liberties of mankind. 
‘These dependants who were restored to a crown they had so justly {orfeit- 
ed in France, by the holy tyrants, ordered an army into Spain to destroy 
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the moderate liberty Spanish patriotism had established, and to murder all 
the inhabitants who took up arms in the defence of liberty and country; 
reflect upon the motives that actuated the French Physicians and the 
Trench Army on entering Spain; the former actuated by all the goodness, 
the greatness, and the generosity that can warm the human beart; the 
latter by all the callous villainy, murderous intention, and fngid malevo- 
lence towards the human race; the former were the saviours, the latter 
the slaughterers, of mankind ; the former the preservers, the latter the des- 
troyers, of society. On the one hand there is all the noble feeling of the 
human mind to admire; on the other, there is every thing to hate and 
shock; one act, is the proud ornament of human nature ; the ether, its inde- 
lible disgrace. 

The suppression of tyranny in Spain has provoked the vengeance of the 
French despots; for establishing the reign ot justice which has elevated the 
crouching slave to the independent citizen, which has established liberty 
and equality, freedom of speech, and freedom of the press: the Bourbons 
have sent their bloody myrmidons to murder, rob, burn, and destroy that 
brave people: the Bourbons have sent into Spain privileged murderers, li- 
censed cut-throats, legions of wretches, who have had the weakness or 
wickedness to be seduced from the honourable rank of man to perform the 
bloady otlice of wholesale butchers of the human race, to preserve upon some 
of the degraded thrones of Kurope, loathsome, disgusting, horrid tyrants, who 
are the cruel enemies of the soldier, as well as of the slave and the citizen; 
whose selfish avarice care for nothing but individual aggrandizement, who 
delight in the torments of human nature, and whose greatest pleasure is to 
see oceans of flowing blood ; instead of sovereigns being the guardians of 
the public interest, and ruling over a free people with paternal sway, they 
divide men, foment factions, irritate one vation against another, and rule 
by making discord; they give the preference, they uphold the character, 
they promote by all means the interest, of the man-buteber. I will not de- 
grade the ox-butcher by comparing him with the man-butcher—the Soldier ; 
it is a degradation of character for the former to be seen in his company ; 
to be seen in the company of a man who has agreed to plunge bis long 
knife into the heart of bis father at the word of command from a superior 
butcher. As kings are the usurpers of the common rights of society, so 0 | 
sympathize with the men-butchers: these vagabonds mutually assist eac 
other, in pillaging and enslaving the people. Unhappily the earth is over- 
run with such trash, as kings, soldiers, and priests; and passive in- 
offensive, unsuspecting men, show their goodness in allowing for a day 
such villains to riot on their industry ; kiugs, priests, and soldiers, have 
never contributed one single penny to the capital stock of society; they 
have never done one honest act in any age, they have committed boundless 
offences against society for all they have received, while so many hypo- 
crites, bigots and tyrants infest the earth, even, an honest Government 
elected by a free people, will be compelled to keep on foot a Militia ; and the 
Militia should consist of the whole of the adult men being trained to arms, 
and exercised in the place of going to church to have their manners corrupt- 
ed; the Militia should never be separated from their own fireside, except in 
cases of invasion by a foreign enemy, nothing but the danger arising trom 
the enemies of society can warrant a Militia force, but men must go armed 
while the world is infested with more dangerous avimals than tigers, 
wolves, and crocodiles—or kings,, priests, and soldiers; there is a great 
deal more to be feared from the jatter than from the former; the latter 
murders wholesale, while the farmer only acts in detail. 

The French Physicians entered Spain intending to heal the wounds of 
the people, the French Army to destroy the people. The French soldier 
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glories in shedding blood, his ferocicus and unnatural temper is in extacy 
at seeing men fall by his hands, at seeing men tumble, wounded, mutilated 
and groaning; he is in raptures at seeing the rugged, lacerated, fringed 
stump quivering and vomiting, at every pulsation, purple gushes of the vi- 
tal stream ; he is in raptures at seeing the faint, wounded, exhausted, un- 
known victim of his barbarous fury expiring in agony and in convulsion at 
his feet; and in his paroxysm of joy he will exulting!y trample upon the 
mangled remains of a fellow creature, who has taken up arms for the de- 
fence of his fire-side, his hoary-headed parents, and his country ; can any pen 
do such a wretch justice? Can such a fiend be painted in his true colours? 
Can such a monster of villainy be traduced? Contrast him on the field of 
battle in his element, with the Physician at the bed-side of the diseased, 
watching with the most tender and painful anxiety every action of the sick 
—one is the glory, the other the horror, of human nature; the utmost ef- 
fort of one is to save, even at the expence of his own life; while the other 
will skulk behind a hedge or entrench himself up to the chin, and fire in 
ambush upon the patriotic Spaniard, called into the field in self-detence 
—in detence of his liberty, his property and his country. The French sol- 
diers are such monsters of crueity, of rapine, and of torture, as to bave no 
parallel even among the wild beasts of the field, they have entered Spain 
with the avowed purpose of destroying thousands of their fellow creatures; 
of mangling and inetbering an inoffensive people ; of burning, pillaging, and 
laying waste property, depriving the sick of assistance, the infant of its pa- 
rents, the uyed of filial aid and affection ; the villains have left their own 
firesides and friends beyond the reach of danger, their own wives and chil- 
dren out of harm. But why should even that be said, for when they enter 
the army they contract to shoot or hack down their own relations and 
friends, and children if ordered; they become the togl of a higher rank ty- 
rant; they agree to do any thing they are commanded; they have no longer 
any will of their own; they are no longer allowed to think; they are mere 
machines, mere automatons, and are moved by pegs and wires, the ma- 
chines can neither feed, nor walk, nor talk, nor sleep, but when the upper 
tyrants allow. Such base brutes cannot be supposed to have any sympa- 
oboe for the Spaniards nor their cause, while they have none for hberty at 
home or theirparents; they have not the hearts of men, but are steeled by 
infamy against all moral sensation ; as they have sold themselves to com- 
mit, for the Bourbons and the priests, thousands of murders in an unoffend- 
ing country. No soldier will be morally justified in man-killing, except in the 
defence of his attacked country, and that attack must be made directly 
upon the integrity of his country. The horrible habit of soldierism will on- 
ly subside with Christianity, superstition, and ignorance. If the principle 
of self-defence could be generally incu!cated, regal tyrants, church robbers, 
and impostors would svon have to fight the battles of despotism and injus- 
tice by themselves and for theinselves. The French soldiers would see if 
they did not answer this degraded character, that the liberty of France 
would be lost by their success in Spain; as they do not think, they do not 
see, that they are fighting not the battles of their country, but of the Bour- 
bon horde, noblesse, priests, and other despicable trash, that live by robbing 
the people of their industry; they do not see that they are fighting the 
battles of the common enemy of themselves, of their fathers and children, 
and «fall mankind; they do not see that they are fighting to return all the 
horrors of the old regime, that the glorious revolution so wisely swept from 
the earth; silly wretches! besotted fuols!! Spain would rather the same 
number of tigers, wolves and alligators had been turned loose into it. What 
a disgrace to France to have issued from its bosom such a horde of loath- 
some brutes, such a sacrilegious band:tti as now attacks the smiling genius 




















THE REPUBLICAN. 477 


“of liberty in Spain. The crime ‘of the Spaniards is, that of asserting that 
all men are equal ; that all men have equal rights ; that every man has as much 
natural right as a king ; that men are independent of each other ; that the king, 
who assuines more privileges than the people allow, is an usurper ; and instead 
of being the common friend is the common enemy of the people ; that natural 
rights are co-existent with man, are inherent and inalienable, and know 
neither superior nor inferior, neither master nor slave: as all men have 
equal natural rights, so he who attempts to abrogate them is an usurper, a 
common enemy ; resistance to such authority is demanded, and he is the 
best patriot who offers the most; as Ferdinand, by his return from France, 
by-his promoting the massacre of Cadiz and of Madrid, and by perfidious 
attempts to overthrow the constitution, has forfeited the crown, so it de- 
pends upon the policy of the Cortes whether they will bring him to trial for 
high treason against the majesty of the people. There can be no safety for 
Spain while such a perfidious traitor exists; he is the rallying point of all 
the filth called priests and nobility ; the Spanish Cortes will not succeed in 
rallying the people if the whole of the public villains are not brought to the 
scaffold, exiled or destroyed: the Augean stable of political corruption must 
he cleansed ; if the Constitutiowalists had proceeded iu this manner, the: peo- 
ple would have been excited to a degree of enthusiasm that distinguished 
the French Republicans. ‘The Spaniards should have at once proclaimed 
a Republic: exterminated the Bourbons, the grandees, the priests, and 
all the villains that oppressed aud robbed the people; they should have 
abolished all tithes, all obnoxious taxes and monopolies: repealed all laws 
that shackled commerce, abolished all special privileges of individuals as 
connected with the public, confiscated all the property of the royal family, 
the grandecs, the priests, and the refugees. If the Cortes had done those 
things, which they ought to have done, and which they must eventually do 
to succeed, the French army would have been driven out of Spain before 
this tume: if the revolution is destroyed, it will be destroyed by its own 
moderation, and not by the Bourbons: the greatest fault in a revolation is 
moderation ; nothing can equal the mischiet of half measures; the royal 
family, the priests, and, the grandees are the veteran enemies of all reform ; 
they are all, as usurpers, the natural enemies of liberty ; they have no title 
but the sword; to the priests the department of de'usion aid hypocrisy is 
allotted, they are participators in the robbery, as the price of their pros- 
utution; the nob/esse are a lesser body in the banditti, but also exist by 
rapine, and the whole are typified in the Father, Son, and Holy Ghost. 








NOTES TO CORRESPONDENTS. 





R. CARLILE will be happy to receive the letters of “A 
Republican,” and to correspond with him if it cau be done 
under the real name and address. He has nothing to fear 
from communicating name and address, as they will not be 
made public without his approbation, 

The same.proposition is made to James Hall: as a word 
or two of explanation with him is desired. 

The receipt of the Sunday Times is acknowledged; and 
the article is but ill adapted to prop the virtue of Dr. 
Collyer, which says, that never a scoffer at religion lived who 
had not previously merited the gallows or the pillory. We 
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considered such an assestion to carry its antidote with it; 
and contented ourselves with smiling over it. We know 
well what Christiaus are; and knowing that they bave no 
other arguments, wherewith to support their religion, we 
can make allowance for the constant appeal to these. We 
admire the spirit of our fair writer, who prefers celibacy to 
a Christian Husband; and shall be happy on some future 
day to introduce her toa Husband; doubly to her liking, or 
suitable both in mind and person. 





The Aberdeen Manuscript which has been so pointedly 
noticed in “‘ The Republican” is now in print and ready for 
sale. The price shall be stated and a further description of 
the work given as early as possible. 





The Trial of Mr. John Jones for publishing, “‘ Observa- 
tions on Dr. Gregory’s Letters to a Friend,” is fixed for the 
29th inst. The pamphlet is on sale at 84, Fleet Street, Price 
2s: 6d. The following are the passages selected for pro- 
secution :— 

Ist, Page 5.—I have come to the conclusion that all is im- 
posture which the priest of any and every sect preaches. 

2d. Page 5.—I shall endeavour to show that Christianity 
is that contemptible and bungling fraud which most infidels 
to it have represented it to be; and the more infidelity we 
feel towards all superstition, towards ali idolatry, in short 
towards every thing that is denominated religious worship, 
by any sect whatever, the less palpable and the less enor- 
mous absurdity shall we fall into. 

3rd. Page 6.—Nature is my God: I own no other: and 
my worship consists in nothing more than an admiration of 
the stupenduous powers and effects of Nature. 

Ath. Page 9.—1 conclude this paragraph with a bold affir- 
mation, that there is no such a God or supernatural power 
as the priests of any sect preach and teach; and I here again 
throw down the gauntlet to any of them who will ven- 
ture to dispute this fundamental point with me. I[t is upon 
this foundation that the fabric of every mythology has been 
built, and it is quite unnecessary to examine the materials 
of the fabric whilst the foundation can be removed so easy 
and undisputed. However, | stand pledged to make some 
observations upon the materials which Dr. Gregory has 
collected, and if | remain in my present disposition, 1 shall 
never trouble myself with a similar task, until | am beat 
off from my endeavour to remove the foundation of all re- 
jigions. 1 will no longer tug at the branches of this corrupt 
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and rotten tree which cumbereth the ground, I will tear it 
up by the roots in future. 

5th. Page 11.—Many absurd precepts which are nowhere 
else to be found but in this book, alone bear the merit of 
originality: such are some of those in that part of the book 
of Matthew which is called a Sermon on the Mount. 

The 6th extract is a repetition of the 2d. 

7th. Page 13.—History informs as, partial as it is, that the 
numbers who have fallen victims to the Christian religion, or to 
the persecution of Christians, exceed by farthe whole who have 
fallen victims to every other sect of idolators or religionists, 
or whatever they may be called, of whom history or tradi- 
tion makes the least mention. Countless millions have been 
its victims in the four divisions of the globe we inhabit, and 
it is only now beginning to receive a check by the progress 
and triumph of science over it, and by the all but mathema- 
tical demonstration of its rotten and false foundation. 

8th. Page 14.—Is it not a fact that in Christian coun- 
tries atthis day, the Sciences are confined to Academies, and 
taught but to a select few, as if they were a something inju- 
rious to the multitude ? But the lack of philanthropy on 
this head, among Christians, arises. from sheer selfishness 
and despotic ignorance, for they begin to fear that the pro- 
gress of Science will annihilate ali respect for or belief in 
their mythological idolatry, and that of every other sect. 
SCIENCE WALKS ON WITH GIGANTIC PACE PROCLAIMING 
THE WHOLE A DELUSION AND IMPOSTURE. 

9ih, Page 16.—The pretended assurances of Christianity, 
as to an eternal existence beyond the grave, I shall have to 
meet more fully in a subsequent part of this work, where 
the pretended resurrection of Jesus is laid down as a gaa- 
rantee for the general resurrection of all mankind. 

10th. Page 17.—Now to a, person who is superstitious 
enough to believe the fabulous story of a Heaven and Hell, 
and the immortality of the human race, the above nonsense 
is asubject for serious consideration; but to me, who believe 
nothing of the kind, and that “*‘ God’s people” comprise the 
whole of animated ‘Nature—and possessing a conviction, as 
satisfactory to my mind as the clearest demonstration upon 
mathematical grounds could produce, that there is no such 
place as is fabled of Heaven and Hell: and that those ani- 
mals which comprise what is called the human race, have 
no other immortality to look or hope for than have any 
other race of animals or vegetables, the above fabulous trash 
appears almost too contemptible for notice; 

llth. Page 18.—I repeat it again and again, that religion 























A80 THE REPUBLICAN. 


bears no affinity to moral virtue, or any of those good 
qualities among mankind which eonduce ‘p iam! general 
well-being, in a “social point of view. b wee 

The 12th extract is a repetition of the 9th. 

13th. Page 18.—All the out-works of religion bave been 
laid bare, and, in a manner of speaking, demolished. [ shall 
henceforth set about destroying the foundation of the fabric, 
and pass the plough over the ground, as more essential to 
the happiness of mankind. 

14th. Page 23.—The case is, there is no such a God as 
priests would make us believe; aad they blaspheme the God 
of Nature by imputing to him ‘such frivilous actions, and by 
reducing him to a comparison with themselves. 

15th. Page 37.—-There is no such place as Heaven, and 
consequently no such God as a God who dwells in Heaven. 

16th. Page 40.—Some Platonist, or Platonists, about the 
time of the destruction of Jerusalem by Titus, fabricated the 
tale about Jesus having lived and died at and about Jerusa- 
lem, some time before that period when both time, date and 
place was difficult of detection, and by mixing up all the 
then known moral precepts with a few new fangled absurdi- 
ties, formed what is now ealled the Gospel or Life of Jesas. 

17th. Page 50.—To me there is not the slightest mystery 
in any part of the Scriptures which compose the Bible. I 
can comprehend the ground of writing, the drift and object 
of the whole, and if any man will point out to me any thing 
which he fancies to be a mystery in those books, | will 
pledge myself to give him a full and satisfactory explana- 
tion of it. The books abound with obscenity, nonsense, and 
falsehood, but there is not the slightest my meny connected 
with any part of them. 

The 18¢h (and last) extract is a repetition of the 17th. 





The Readers’ of the Republican are desired to correct the 
following Errata in Dr. Rudge’s Letters. 
From bottom. Page 359, line 10, read want for mode. 

Page 359, line 3, read ultimate for alter- 
nate. 

Page 360, line 32, read sentiments for state- 
ments, 

Page 364, line 15, read appointment you 
have mentioned for penalties you have 
undergone. 
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